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Erlophyid Studies B-1 contains descriptions of sixCeen new species of Ertophytd

Mites, Of these, one, Aceria peocvynodonis, is a pest of Bermuda grass in southern Cal-
tfornia, and in Arizona. Another, Ditryracusg athiasella, is a rust zite on olive in
Algeria, Four of the new specles are rust mites on leaves of coffee in the Congos
Epltrimerug congoensls, Lalacarus goffeae, Colopodacus afrxicanus, and

jevzemovici. Three specles come from the western Arizona desert area:

on Mexican devil weed or spiny aster; Ageria gstibonig on bur sage; and ageria daleae
on daleca. Additional new specles are: Acerjia 25IQpyronis on western wheat grass in
Texas and on fescue in the mountains of California; aceria theospyri forming bead
galls on native persimmon leaves in Maryland and Virginia; Aceria triplacis in white
oak ertneum pockets in New York State and elsewhere along the Atlantic Coast; Erio-

phyes ¢allitris in che cones of sandarac in Algeria; Erigphves jwnipereci on juniper
twigs in Algerie; Cexrcodes simondsi, a curious Eriophyid living in the buds on later-

al fruit spurs on desert peach in Galifornia; and Apedipfacus sordifornis on leaves
of bittermut hickory in Maryland.

Aceria tuttlei, new species

Plate 1
On this species the first ventral abdominal seta is shorter than both the lateral
abdominal seta and the third ventral secta, an unusual feature, A series of cells in

the shield pattern alonz the sides of the shield 1s also diagnostic, 1 am pleased to
nane this mite for Dr, Donald M. Tuttle, of the Arizona Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion at Yuna.

Female 180u-215u long, 45u-50u thick, wormlike, light yellow. Rostrum 23u long,
curved down; antaplcai seta 7u long. Shield 33n long, 38u wide, subsemicircular in
anterior outline, edian line, alzost complete, endinz before rear shield margin, Ad-
median lines complete, sinuate, diverging toward rear and suddenly outcurved at rear
shield margin. First submedian line extending backward toward dorsal tubercle, ending
in irregular rectangle before tubercle. Lateral shield lines forming series of cells
above coxae and ending before recurved partial rings. Dorsal tubercles 25u apart;
dorsal setae 36u long, diverging. Forelegs 31lu lonz; tibia 6.5u long, with 10u long
seta from 1/4; tarsus 7.35u long; claw 8u long, tapering, downcurved; featherclaw 6-
rayed. Hindlegs 27u long, tiblia 4,5u long, tarsus 6.5. longz, claw 2L long. Caxae un-
ornamented; first setiferous coxal tubercles opposite anterior coxal junction, far-
ther apart than second tubercles; second tubercles ahead of transverse line cthrough
third tubercles. Abdomen with about 60 rings; completely microtuberculate except for
dorsum of last 7 or 8 rings, which bear very weak microctubercles; microtubercles mod-
erate size, set ahead of rinz margin, strongly pointed. Lateral seta 27u long, on
about ring 9; first ventral seta 25u long, on rinj 20; second ventral seta 1Cu long,
on ring 34; third venctral 32u long, on ring 6 from rear. Accessory seta 4.5u long
Female genitalia 22u wide, 1l4u long; coverflap with about 8 longitudinal ribs; seta
14y long.

Type locality: Yuma, Arizona
Collected: October 10, 1959, by D. M, Tuttle
Host: Agter spinosus 3enth. (Compositae - Astereae), Mexican devil weed

Relation to host: the nites live in the buds and at leaf bases. They cause a terwinal
proliferacion of buds and plant stunting.

Type material: as well as che dry plant parts with mummified =ites from which the
slides were made, there is a type slide and 7 paratypes.

Aceria neocynodonis, new specles
Plate 2

Neccynodonis, with a é-rayed featherclaw, may be distinguished from other known
grass infestors by the clear shield lines, the rounded microtubercles set ahead of
the rear ring margins, and by the norrow ribs on the genital coverflap.

Female 165u-210u long, 4Cu thick, wormlike, whitishecream color. Rostrum 23u long,
downcurved. Shield 36u long, 36u wide, semicircular anteriorly. Median line in shield
design present on posterior 2/2; admedian lines sinuate, diverzing to rear; two ant~
ertor submedian lines, the first sinuate, abruptly curving outward well ahead of dor-

The 'B' geries of Ertophyid Studies are issued as special publications of the Scate
Bureau of Entomology, California Department of Agriculture. Copies are obtainable by
writing to the Bureau, 1220 'N' St,, Sacramento 14, Califormia.



























page 11
Cercodes, new genus

The projecting dorsal ridges, or "teeth", on rhe caudum of this mite distinguish
it from Eriophyves and from Pareria. The generic name is a combination of kerkos, mean-
ing "tail", and of gdous, meaning "tooth®,

Body elongate, wormlike, caudum somewhat attenuate with the eleventh ring from the
rear slightly produced dorsally, and the eighth and fourth rings from rear produced
dorsally, Rostrum of moderate size, curved down; the recurved apical portion of
oral stylet short. Legs with all usual setae; featherclaw simple, Cephalothoracic
shield subtriangular, not produced over rostrum; dorsal tubercles inclined anteriorly
from inside rear margin; dorsal setae pointing ahead. Female genitalia with normal
length internal apodeme. Abdomen with sinuate halfrings dersally, the dorsal micro-
tubercles rounded and inclined anteriorly; ventral halfrings with even margins, the
microtubercles round and ahead of rear ring margins. Rear attenuate section of abdo-
men lacking microtubercles dorsally; some ventral doubling of rings.,

Genotype: (Cercodes gimondsi, new species

Cercodes simondsi, new species
Plate 9

Female 150u-1701 long, 30u-40u thick, robust, wormlike with a tapering caudum;
color light yellowish white. Rostrum 23u long, somewhat downcurved; antapical seta
very small. Shield 32y long, 33u wide, anterior outline from above subsemicircular
Shield pattern largely obscure, admedians present only to rear, broad. Laterally the
shield with very heavy longitudinal lines. Dorsal tubercles 20u apart, just ahead of
rear margin; dorsal setae 20u long, pointing ahead. Forelegs 29.5u long; tibia Su
long,with seta 7u long from 1/4; claw 8u long, curved, tapering; featherclaw 4-rayed.
Hindlegs 27u long, tibia 4.5u long, tarsus 6.5u long, claw 6.5u long., Coxae with few
lines and some anterior granules; forecoxal junction with short sternal line; firsc
setiferous coxal tubercles directly ahead of second tubercles and even with anterior
coxal junction; second coxal tubercles well ahead of transverse line through thirxd
tubercles. Abdomen with 45-50 rings, completely microtuberculate except dorsal part
of caudum. Lateral seta 17w long, on ring 5; first ventral seta 26u long, on rin.
18; second ventral 10u long, on ring 27; third ventral 25u long, on ring 5 froz
rear. Accessory seta 7u long. Female genitalia 18u wide, 1llu long; coverflap with
about 8-9 longitudinal ribs; seta 6.5u long.

Type locality: Doyle district, Lassen County, Cal,
Collected: June 4, 1 60, by W. E. Simonds, of the State Bureau of Entomology
Host: Prupys andersoni Gray (Rosaceae), desert peach

Relation to host: the mites liva at the petiole bases, principally on the short lst-
eral fruit spurs from older wood,

Additional specimens of this mite are on hand from the Coleville district of Mono
County, Cal, I am pleased to name this mite for W. E. Simonds who collected it.

Epitrimerus congoensis, new species

Plate 10
The abdominal dorsum, plus the situation of the dorsal tubercles ahead of the rear
shield margin, answer the definition of Epjtrximegus. Details of shield sculpturing,

and structure of the lateral parts of the tergites are unusual. This new species does
not appear to be related to any other known forms assigned to the genus.

Female 1650-175u long, 60u wide, 40u thick; body fusiform, with laceral lobes of
shield projecting beyond body outline; color evidently yellowish. Rostrum 23u long,
projecting down. Shield 50u lorg, 50u~6Cu wide, subtriangular, with prominent lobe
over rostrum, surface of this lobe wrinkled in lateral view. Shield design of curving
lines and some short dashes in central area to rear. Admedian lines curving in from
front edge of anterior lobe, then expanding, describing a subcircular area just be-
hind lobe, then extending close together and ending at rear 1/4 where they join. Med-
tan line apparently absent. A sinuate submedian line running outside past tubercle; a
lateral line from anterior lobe base to lateral lobes. S5ides of shield anteriorly with
lines of granules; lateral shield lobes with curved lines, granules, and overhanging
partial rings with elongate microtubercles. Dorsal tubercles ahead of rear shieid
margin and 23u apart; dorsal setae 7u long, projecting up. forelegs 30u long; tibia
7.5p long, with seta 3,5u long from 1/4; tarsus 6u lomg; claw 6u long, slender curv-
ed down and knobbed. Hindlegs 27u long, tibia 6u long, tarsus 6u long, claw 5.5u long.
Coxae with curving lines; anterior coxae touching cemtrally; first setif-
erous coxal tubercles opposite anterior junction and farther apart than second tuber-
cles; second tubercles ahead of transverse line through third tubercles. Abdomen with
about 25 tergites and 55-60Q sternites; first tergite with central area of short dash-
es; microtubercles obscure or absent from remainder of tergites on dorsum; laterally





